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Background 

These notes were put together by Walter vom Saal.  They are oriented especially toward the 

relationship between the Schaefer Brewing Company and the vom Saal family.  Some of the 

information is drawn from the book published by the Schaefer Brewing Company in 1942 

called “Our 100th Year.” 

Key history of the Schaefer Brewing Company 

Frederick Schaefer arrived in the United States on October 23, 1838. 

His younger brother Maximilian Schaefer arrived in the United States on June 6, 1840. 
Note: the website www.beerhistory.com says Maximilian arrived in June of 1839. 

(http://www.beerhistory.com/library/holdings/schaefer_anderson.shtml, retrieved 10/15/2018), and the 

Wikipedia article on the F&M Schaefer Brewing Company cites this reference and this date 

(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/F._%26_M._Schaefer_Brewing_Company, retrieved 10/15/2018).  

However, the book published by or for the Schaefer Brewing Company (Our 100th Year, dated 1942 

from which much of the information in this document is taken) says on its opening page that “On June 

6, 1840, Frederick Schaefer’s younger brother, Maximilian, sailed into busy New York harbor.” (pages 

not numbered, but it is the fourth page in the book.) 

 

Frederick and Maximilian Schaefer founded the F & M Schaefer Brewing Company on 

September 1, 1842, by buying the former “small New York brewery of Sebastian Sommers” 

in 1842. 

 

In 1842, at its founding, the brewery was located at 19th street and Broadway in Manhattan, 

New York City.  In that year New York city had only 312,000 inhabitants.  It was the same 

year that the Croton Aqueduct opened to provide a good water supply from outside the city. 

 

The beer they produced was lager beer, a new kind of beer for New York City, aged at low 

temperatures under ice after brewing.  It possessed “a sparkling quality and clarity” unlike the 

still beers of the time, and it was served cold. 

 

In 1845 the brewery was moved to larger quarters on Seventh Avenue between 16th and 17th 

Streets, New York. 

 

In 1849 they again moved to larger quarters, at 4th Ave (now Park Avenue) & 51st St., New 

York. 

 

In 1857 an “extensive malt house” was built, and in 1858 they constructed a large four-story 

building on the north side of 51st Street. 

 

In 1878 the company was incorporated under the laws of the State of New York. 

 

In 1916, the F&M Schaefer Brewing Company moved to 430 Kent Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y. It 

was still located there in 1942, the date of the book cited above from which this information 

was taken. 

 

Much of the information above is from the 1942 book “Our 100th Year.”  Additional history 

from Wikipedia (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/F._%26_M._Schaefer_Brewing_Company, 

accessed 10/15/2018) is below: 

http://www.beerhistory.com/
http://www.beerhistory.com/library/holdings/schaefer_anderson.shtml
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/F._%26_M._Schaefer_Brewing_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/F._%26_M._Schaefer_Brewing_Company


 

In the 1950s and again in the 1970s, Schaefer was the number five beer in America. 

 

As the company grew, it purchased additional breweries in different cities. 

 

In 1968 a $106 million public stock offering was held, with F.&M. Schaefer Corporation as a 

holding company and Schaefer Brewing Company as its production subsidiary. 

 

In 1972 the company opened a larger, higher output plant in Allentown, Pennsylvania. 

 

In 1981 the company was sold to Stroh Brewing Company, which in turn was acquired by 

Pabst Brewing Company in 1999. 

Genealogy 

Below is genealogy information on the relationship of Schaefer Beer founders to the vom Saal 

family.  Numbers indicate generations. 

 

The founders of the Schaefer Brewing Company were Frederick Schaefer and Maximilian 

Schaefer. 

1. Frederick Schaefer (1817-1987) was involved in the company 1842-1897. 

Sons of Frederick Schaefer: 

2. Edward C. Schaefer (1850-1921) was involved in the company 1878-1912. 

2. George G. Schaefer (1857-1927) was involved in the company 1882-1912. 

1. Maximilian Schaefer (1819-1904) was involved in the company 1842-1904. 

Sons of Maximilian Schaefer: 

2. Gen. Emil Schaefer (1855-1905) was involved in the company 1878-1905. 

2. Rudolph J. Schaefer (1863-1923) was involved in the company 1882-1923. 

Sons of Rudolf J. Schaefer: 

3. F.M.E. Schaefer, started work at the company in 1912, was vice president in 

1942. 

3. R. J. Schaefer, Jr. became president in 1912 and was still president in 1942. 

Daughter of Maximilian Schaefer: 

2. Lina Josephine Schaefer (1861-1913), married Dr. Frederick Charles Heppenheimer 

(Frederick Charles von Heppenheim vom Saal) (1854-1905). 

Their eldest son was: 

3. Frederick Maximilian von Heppenheim vom Saal (1883-1981), who married 

Meta Elizabeth Schaefer vom Saal.  (The Schaefer family of Meta Elizabeth 

was no relation to the Schaefer Brewing Company family, although the 

common name was how Fred and Meta met.) 

Their second son was: 

4. W. Rudolf vom Saal (1911-2004).  He is my father. 

 

What all this means is that I (Walter vom Saal) am the great-great-grandson of Max Schaefer, 

co-founder of the F&M Schaefer brewing company.  He is my great-great grandfather.  So, if 

you are one of my siblings or a cousin/member of my generation also descended from him, he 

is also your g-g-grandfather.  If you are one of my children or a member of their generation, 

he is your g-g-g-grandfather.  If you are one of my grandchildren or a member of their 

generation, he is your g-g-g-g-grandfather. 

 

Wikipedia says Frederick Schaefer (1817-1897) and Maximilian Karl Emil Schaefer (1819-

1904) were natives of Wetzlar, Prussia, Germany. 

 


